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Dear Residents, 

Hope you all have a great Thanksgiving and holiday season.  This has been a very 

quiet year from the Helping Hands prospective, but a blessing for our citizens. 

 

Everyday there is an on-going food drop off at Town Hall which will support those 

in need for our Fill The Pantry project which happens every holiday season. 

The food drive will serve as a support system for the Helping Hands Committee to 

assist with the Fill The Pantry project as we did last year over the holidays. 

 

Also, now until December 4th there is a Toys For Tots Donation Station in the 

town hall lobby. Please be sure to help with either toys or can food this holiday 

season.  Simply run up to town hall if you have any donations. 

 

Moving forward our Helping Hands committee will be looking for a few families 

in need who live in Hickory Creek.  I hope we can bless them with meals/

groceries/gift cards prior to the holidays.   We would like to provide staple items 

for breakfast, lunch, dinner and a holiday meal for each family selected. 

 

Thank you all again, we look forward to the Hickory Creek Helping Hands leaving 

a small print while blessing some local families in need. 

 

Happy Holidays, 

 

Paul & Bry Kenney 

Hickory Creek Helping Hands 

helping.hands@hickorycreek-tx.org 

mobile 817-235-9944 

mailto:helping.hands@hickorycreek-tx.org
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“De-greening” the Water: Simple steps residents can take to 

keep local waters clean 
 Eutrophication may sound like an exotic African disease, but it is actually a term used 

to describe lakes and slow-moving rivers that have too many nutrients. In a eutrophic river, 

algae, weeds and other aquatic plants grow and grow until the water turns green. Algal 

blooms make the water smelly, keep people from enjoying fishing, swimming and boating, 

and in some cases, can even create toxic conditions that are unsafe for children and pets.  

 To understand how eutrophication happens, think of your favorite foods. A little ice 

cream is delicious; a lot of ice cream makes your clothes stop fitting. The same phenomenon 

is true for our local waters. A little nitrogen and phosphorus are necessary for plants like duck 

weed, blue flag iris, yellow lotus and even algae to grow. Aquatic plants provide habitat and a 

food source for fish and waterfowl. When there are too many nutrients, however, the weeds 

and algae can turn local lakes and rivers green. 

 When it rains, the water washes phosphorus and other nutrients off of residential prop-

erties and into storm sewers and ditches. You can help to keep local waters clean by making a 

few simple changes in your lawn care and landscaping: 

1.Reduce or eliminate your use of natural and store bought fertilizers in your lawn 

and gardens.  

2.When you mow the lawn, turn the mower around so that the grass clippings blow 

into the yard and not onto the street.  

3.If you have a home along a lake, river, stream or wetland area, plant deep-rooted 

native plants or trees along the water’s edge instead of a mowed lawn or sandy beach.  

4.If you live on a steep hill, plant native plants, trees and shrubs to stabilize your soil 

and limit the amount of nutrients that are washed away during rain storms.  



Chief’s Corner 

October 26, 2015 

 Greetings!   

As the Holidays approach, so does the unfortunate time when criminals look to take full advantage of prime    

opportunity.  People tend to carry extra cash and credit cards during the holidays, and their cars can be full of 

tempting items from your shopping trips.  Always be very aware of your surroundings!  Pay attention as you walk 

to your car.  Look around the area you parked in for anyone loitering around or just observing people in the area. 

If someone appears to be watching you, or if you feel uncomfortable with the situation for any reason, return to 

the store and find a security guard or call 9-1-1.  Trust your instinct.  If it feels wrong, it probably is.  Ideally, shop 

with a partner rather than alone, or at least have a security guard walk with you to your vehicle if possible.   

After you get to your car, put your items in the trunk or hide them as much as possible if you intend on stopping 

anywhere else before returning home.  A back seat full of shopping bags in a big parking lot is a very easy and 

lucrative target for a thief.  It takes a thief with an average level of ability less than 30 seconds to get into a car 

and empty it of its contents. Never leave keys, cash, purses, wallets or electronics (phone, tablet, laptops) in 

plain sight!  It is also a good idea to roll your charger cords up and put them away, as they are an indication that 

there could be electronics in the car.   

Finally, ALWAYS remember to “TAKE, LOCK, HIDE”.  Take your keys with you always, lock your doors (roll up 

windows, secure trunk), and hide your valuables.  Thieves look for the most opportunity in the shortest time    

period.  Remove the temptation by showing them there is nothing to be gained from breaking into your car.   

At home this holiday season, make sure to keep your cars parked inside your garage and your garage door 

closed at night.  Try to avoid putting a tree with gifts stacked underneath it in a window that faces the roadway 

and visible from the road.  Make sure your outdoor security lighting is working properly and set up for maximum 

efficiency.  If you need help with this, contact the PD and we will be glad to come check it out for you!   

On another note, we will be starting our second Citizens On Patrol Academy after New Year’s, and we will take 

applications right up to the time we start.  Please email me for an application if you are interested in giving a little 

time back to the community and having some fun too!  We would love to have a really big class this time and get 

people active in the neighborhoods! 

The Hickory Creek Police Department wishes everyone a safe and happy holiday season and we will be working 

hard to keep you and our community safe and cheerful during the season! 

As always, please contact me with anything that may be on your mind.  My direct office phone number is      

(940) 497-3520 ext 254.  My email address is carey.dunn@hickorycreek-tx.gov.  Or, connect with us on          

Facebook (search Hickory Creek Police Department) and Twitter (@PoliceCreek).  You are always welcome at 

your Police Department, come stop by and get to know us!  We would like to get to know you.  Be safe out there! 

 

Chief Carey Dunn 
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For more information go to www.35express.org 
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TREES SAVE ENERGY 
Strategically placed trees can be as effective as other 
energy saving home improvements, such as insulation 

and the installation of weather-tight windows and 
doors. Trees can help reduce your heating and cooling 

costs. 

 

Trees save energy through cooling in the hotter 
months. They provide a windbreak during winter. This 

results in burning less fossil fuels to generate electricity 

for cooling and heating. 

 

Strategically placed shade trees-a minimum of three 

large trees around your home-can reduce air condition-
ing costs up to 30 percent. Shade trees offer their best 

benefits when you: 

 Plant deciduous trees, which shed their leaves during winter. These trees provide shade and 

block heat from the sun during hotter months. By dropping their leaves in the fall they admit 

sun-light in the colder months. 

 Place these trees on the south and west sides of    buildings. 

 Shade all hard surfaces such as driveways, patios and sidewalks to minimize landscape heat 

load. 

Use evergreens, which retain their leaves/needles year-long, in a planned pattern. They will serve 
as windbreaks to save from 10 to 50 percent in energy used for heating. Evergreens offer their 

best benefits when you: 

 Place them to intercept and slow winter winds, usually on the north side of your home. 

 Do not plant them on the south or west sides of your home, because they block warming sun-

light during winter. These trees also provide some shading benefits during summer. 

Get professional assistance to assure correct selection of species and their placement to maximize 

energy savings. 

 

 

 

Lake Cities Spirit of Christmas Needs Your Help: 
 

 

What: Can Food Sorting (from School Can Food Drive) is Saturday November 21. 

When: Starts at 11 and should be done by 2.  

Where: Location is the Lake Dallas Elementary School (401 Main Street, Lake Dallas, TX 75065) and      
finishes at the Lake Cities United Methodist Church. 

What: The Wrapping Party is  

When: December 18th 

Where: Lake Dallas Middle School 

Angel tress going up at Walmart and Hickory Creek Town Hall. 

If anybody would like to help take care of a family they can contact us with email jimwmay1@aol.com 

mailto:jimwmay1@aol.com
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Emergency Notification: 

Please Register Now 

 

 

 

 

CodeRED is an emergency notification system that utilizes text, e-

mail, and phone notifications to keep the public up-to-date on the 

most current weather situations. The Town of Hickory Creek is 

under the Denton County Emergency Operations Plan and covered 

by Denton County CodeRED. CodeRED is simple and FREE.  

 

Please take a moment to fill in the appropriate information on the 

website listed below to be notified by your local emergency  

response team in the event of emergency situations or critical 

community alerts. Receive timely weather statements on severe 

weather from the National Weather Service by selecting Weather 

Warn Other Examples include: Sever weather, evacuation notices, 

bio-terrorism alerts, boil water notices, and missing child reports.  

 

 

Go to: http://dentoncounty.com/emergencynotifications and click on 

CodeRed to register or go to hickorycreek-tx.gov to register. 
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Town of Hickory Creek  

1075  Ronald Reagan Avenue 

Hickory Creek, Texas 75065 

940-497-2528 

 

 

 

Police Department  

1075 Ronald Reagan Avenue 

940-497-3520 

Police/Fire Emergency  911 

Non-emergency (940)349-1600 

 

Hickory Creek Animal  Services 

970 Main Street 

(940)349-1600 

 

Hickory Creek Animal Shelter & 

Adoption Center 

970 Main Street 

(940)465-7444 

 

Visit Your Town Hall 

We’re on the Web ! 

www.hickorycreek-tx.gov 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

@HickoryCreekTX 

 

Parks & Recreation Board—1st Monday @7PM 

Planning &Zoning Commission—1st Wednesday @7PM 

Town Council—3rd Tuesday @ 6:30 PM 

Economic Development  Corporation—4th Thursday @7PM 

www.hickorycreekEDC.com 
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